§301-70.502

have selected for treatment if the ill-
ness or injury had occurred at the offi-
cial station.

§301-70.502 What additional emer-
gency expenses should we allow
for?

When an employee discontinues a
TDY assignment before its completion
due to an incapacitating illness or in-
jury, transportation and per diem ex-
penses are allowed for return travel to
the official station or to receive med-
ical attention.

§301-70.503 When the employee is able
to travel, should we continue the
use of the existing travel authoriza-
tion?

Not if the interrupted trip was au-
thorized under a trip by trip authoriza-
tion. If, when the employee’s health
has been restored, the agency decides
that it is in the Government’s interest
to return the employee to the TDY lo-
cation, such return is considered to be
a new travel assignment at Govern-
ment expense. An interrupted trip au-
thorized under an open or limited open
authorization may be continued with-
out further authorization.

§301-70.504 May any travel costs be
reimbursed if the employee travels
to an alternate location for medical
treatment?

Yes. When an employee, interrupts a
TDY assignment because of an inca-
pacitating illness or injury and takes
leave of absence for travel to an alter-
nate location to obtain medical serv-
ices and returns to the TDY assign-
ment, you may reimburse certain ex-
cess travel costs provided in this sec-
tion. Specifically, you may reimburse
the excess (if any) of actual costs of
travel from the point of interruption to
the alternate location and return to
the TDY assignment, over the con-
structive costs of round-trip travel be-
tween the official station and the alter-
nate location. The nearest hospital or
medical facility capable of treating the
employee’s illness or injury will not,
however, be considered an alternate lo-
cation.

NOTE TO §301-70.504: An alternate location
is a destination other than the employee’s
official station or the point of interruption.
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§301-70.505 How do we define actual
cost and constructive cost when an
employee interrupts a travel assign-
ment because of an incapacitating
illness or injury?

(a) Actual cost of travel will be the
transportation expenses incurred and
en route per diem for the travel as ac-
tually performed from the point of
interruption to the alternate location
and from the alternate location to the
TDY assignment. No per diem is al-
lowed for time spent at the alternate
location if confined to a medical facil-
ity.

(b) Constructive cost is the sum of
transportation expenses the employee
would reasonably have incurred for
round-trip travel between the official
station and the alternate location plus
per diem calculated for the appropriate
en route travel time.

§301-70.506 May we authorize per
diem if an employee discontinues a
TDY assignment because of a per-
sonal emergency situation?

Yes. Expenses of appropriate trans-
portation and per diem while en route
may be allowed, with the approval of
an appropriate agency official, for re-
turn travel from the point of interrup-
tion to the official station.

§301-70.507 How do we handle reim-
bursement if the employee travels
to an alternate location and returns
to the TDY location because of a
personal emergency situation?

You may reimburse certain excess
travel costs (transportation and en
route per diem) to the same extent as

provided in §301-70.501 for incapaci-
tating illness or injury to the em-
ployee.

§301-70.508 What factors must we con-
sider in expanding the definition of
family for emergency travel pur-
poses?

Agencies must consider on a case by
case basis:

(a) The extent of the emergency;

(b) The employee’s relationship to
the individual involved in the emer-
gency; and

(c) The degree of the employee’s re-
sponsibility for the individual involved
in the emergency.



